Summary: (As taken from VCSU’s Unit #8 Reading based on CATTS curriculum)
Scientists are still unsure if plastics will break down into harmless compounds or dangerous ones that have never been seen before in nature. The long term side effects of cloning may not be known for several more decades. Genetically altered foods are still being produced for consumption without understanding the long term effects. No matter what is discovered, we will have to live with these consequences because it is too late to stop the process. We can however, assess the development of future technology and determining the possible and probable consequences to their creation and use. The issues are still being studied even though the Office of Technology Assessment no longer exists. However, the studies may not produce unbiased or understandable results to advise the government on critical issues. Now, more than ever, it is up to everyday citizens to keep pace with the issues. Technological literacy plays an important role in making sure we are a society that is capable of making wise decisions about future technological developments.

