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Innovation and Engineering Design

Unit 1
Instructor: Renee Wilson

My Favorite Invention/Inventor
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My favorite invention, known as one of the 100 greatest inventions of all times is, the printing press. Johannes Gutenberg invented the printing press with replaceable wooden or metal letters in 1436. Johannes Gutenberg, a goldsmith and businessman from the mining town of Mainz in southern Germany, borrowed money to develop a technology that changed the world of communication.
Printing made it possible to produce more copies in a few weeks than formerly could have been produced in a lifetime by hand

The basic idea of Gutenberg´s invention was the splitting up of the text into individual components such as lower and upper case letters, punctuation marks, ligatures and abbreviations, based upon the tradition of medieval scribes. These individual components were cast in any quantity as type in reverse and pressed on to paper. During the centuries, many newer printing technologies were developed based on Gutenberg's printing machine e.g. offset printing.

Find an invention in which you have an interest. Search for the inventor using the Internet and write a one-page report with your findings.  You will share these reports with the rest of the class.

http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blJohannesGutenberg.htm 
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