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Innovation and Engineering Design

Unit 1
Instructor: Renee Wilson

History of Invention, Innovation and Discovery

The following are some forces or mechanisms that historically have affected the pace and direction of invention or innovation.

1. Deliberate search

2. Search for one thing that leads to another

3. A totally unrelated development comes out of the main invention.

4. Military needs

5. Religion

6. Weather and other natural resources

7. Accident

How many of the 20th century's greatest engineering achievements will you use today? A car? Computer? Telephone? Use the back of this paper, number 1-7, and using the website below, identify an invention or innovation that may have come out of each of these forces or mechanisms.  
http://www.greatachievements.org/
.
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