[image: image1.jpg]G-

Engineering Technology Pathways





Engineering for Design

Engineering Ethics

Engineers are governed by a code of conduct called NSPE (National Society of Professional Engineers) Code of Ethics. The NSPE Code of Ethics Preamble reads the following way: “Engineering is an important and learned profession. As members of this profession, engineers are expected to exhibit the highest standards of honesty and integrity. Engineering has a direct and vital impact on the quality of life for all people. Accordingly, the services provided by engineers require honesty, impartially, fairness and equity, and must be dedicated to public health, safety, and welfare. 
Engineers must perform under a standard of professional behavior that requires the adherence to the highest principles of ethical conduct.” Engineers even take an oath like the Hippocratic Oath taken by doctors and vow to uphold the proper conduct. 
AN ENGINEER'S HIPPOCRATIC OATH [1]
I solemnly pledge myself to consecrate my life to the service of humanity. I will give to my teachers the respect and gratitude which is their due; I will be loyal to the profession of engineering and just and generous to its members; I will lead my life and practice my profession in uprightness and honor; whatever project I shall undertake, it shall be for the good of mankind to the utmost of my power; I will keep far away from wrong, from corruption, and from tempting others to vicious practice; I will exercise my profession solely for the benefit of humanity and perform no act for a criminal purpose, even if solicited, far less suggest it; I will speak out against evil and unjust practice wheresoever I encounter it; I will not permit considerations of religion, nationality, race, party politics, or social standing to intervene between my duty and my work; even under threat, I will not use my professional knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity; I will endeavour to avoid waste and the consumption of non-renewable resources. I make these promises solemnly, freely, and upon my honor."

http://courses.cs.vt.edu/~cs3604/lib/WorldCodes/Hippocr.Oath.html
2006 Greg Heitkamp
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