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“Technology is the technical means people use to improve their surroundings. It is also knowledge of using tools and machines to do tasks efficiently.

We use technology to control the world in which we live. Technology is people using knowledge, tools, and systems to make their lives easier and better.

People use technology to improve their ability to do work. Through technology, people communicate better. Technology allows them to make more and better products. Our buildings are better through the use of technology. We travel in more comfort and speed as a result of technology. Yes, technology is everywhere and can make life better. “
http://www.bergen.org/technology/defin.html
Scientists have in needs that in turn create tools. This in turn causes technology to create the needed tools.
“A society is a group of human beings distinguishable from other groups by mutual interests, characteristic relationships, shared institutions and a common culture.” 
       en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society
The distinctions between science, engineering and technology are not always clear. Generally, science is the reasoned investigation or study of nature, aimed at discovering enduring relationships (principles) among elements of the (phenomenal) world. It generally employs formal techniques, i.e., some set of established rules of procedure, such as the scientific method. Engineering is the use of scientific principles to achieve a planned result. However, technology broadly involves the use and application of knowledge (e.g., scientific, engineering, mathematical, language, and historical), both formally and informally, to achieve some "practical" result (Roussel, et al.). http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technology
As a cultural activity, technology predates both science and engineering, which are attempts to formalize some parts of technological endeavor. This is not to imply that technology is the only or the necessarily dominant culture forming activity. Indeed, culture itself acts strongly upon, and shapes the form and nature of technology. But, because of the increasingly widespread use of ever more complex technologies and their frequently unintended or unforseen consequences, problems arise in their use, which have been and are being separately studied. Such topics include (but are not limited to) technological ethics, environmental impacts, technological by-products, and technological risk. The cultural force of technology (e.g., as seen in the invention of writing) may truly be said to be the driving force that sets us apart from the rest of the flora and fauna of Earth. http://www.answers.com/topic/technology
The needs of society control, influence, and respond to engineering. The needs of society control what engineers and technology create the conditions for things to become needed. Once a product is created the societal use influences and determines whether or not a product will be successful. Society creates a response to technology and engineering with influencing the demand for a product and making its’ wants for different items to be created by the way society does things.
Society controls how technology develops and how engineering is used in the ways things are done. European markets are much more open to new product introductions, while American markets are much more likely to fear a new product and bring a lawsuit if the unforeseen anomaly or problem may occur in the testing process.
We as a society could also encourage the major drug companies to supply medicines to third world countries for their cost of production instead of a profit to help heal the sick. 

As time has past the historical events of the times have helped shape the use of technology and the engineering related to the invention. The movable printing press of Guttenberg allowed for the growth of technology. In recent times the Exxon-Valdez oil spill off the coast of Alaska influenced the technology used to transport oil. The Apollo moon flights of the 1960’s influenced many of the products we now use today since many new technologies were used to create the necessary technology to take man to the moon. Those technologies contributed such devices as the home computer. 

The devices created by technology and engineering have had positive and negative effects upon society and the environment. Some of the ways we see this is with the examples of Internet banking, nuclear power, coal, gasoline, and the electric car. Even though electricity has no effect on the environment the way we produce that electricity does. Nuclear power we can see the benefit of nuclear power with cheap electricity and to protect from invasion by other countries and yet we have the threat of nuclear war, dirty bombs, and nuclear waste. Coal and gasoline are used to supply a source of fuel for many things which is a positive effect and yet the pollution and smog caused by both is a negative effect.
Some the latest inventions such as lasers and GPS implants have not been around long enough to determine the positive and negative effects on society. There are some advantages with lasers they are extremely effective for pin point accuracy in surgery. One of the advantages of GPS implants allow for the tracking of individuals for location purposes. The down side of the inventions has yet to be determined since they have not been around very long.
Politics do play a role in the design of technology and what designs engineers work on since lobbyists spend time and monies for specific companies and products. Products do get approved because of lobbying pressures of the lobbyists. Since smaller ideas do not get the same type of lobbying support and money or political influence they do not come to light as often. Many times these small company solutions are comparable or superior to the solutions proposed by major companies with political backing.
Ethics is the study of fundamental principles that defines values and determines moral duty and obligation.
www.science.psu.edu/alert/frontiers/Glossary1-2001.htm
Engineers are governed by a code of conduct called NSPE (National Society of Professional Engineers) Code of Ethics. The NSPE Code of Ethics Preamble reads the following way: “Engineering is an important and learned profession. As members of this profession, engineers are expected to exhibit the highest standards of honesty and integrity. Engineering has a direct and vital impact on the quality of life for all people. Accordingly, the services provided by engineers require honesty, impartially, fairness and equity, and must be dedicated to public health, safety, and welfare. 
Engineers must perform under a standard of professional behavior that requires the adherence to the highest principles of ethical conduct.” Engineers even take an oath like the Hippocratic Oath taken by doctors and vow to uphold the proper conduct. 
AN ENGINEER'S HIPPOCRATIC OATH [1]
I solemnly pledge myself to consecrate my life to the service of humanity. I will give to my teachers the respect and gratitude which is their due; I will be loyal to the profession of engineering and just and generous to its members; I will lead my life and practice my profession in uprightness and honor; whatever project I shall undertake, it shall be for the good of mankind to the utmost of my power; I will keep far away from wrong, from corruption, and from tempting others to vicious practice; I will exercise my profession solely for the benefit of humanity and perform no act for a criminal purpose, even if solicited, far less suggest it; I will speak out against evil and unjust practice wheresoever I encounter it; I will not permit considerations of religion, nationality, race, party politics, or social standing to intervene between my duty and my work; even under threat, I will not use my professional knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity; I will endeavour to avoid waste and the consumption of non-renewable resources. I make these promises solemnly, freely, and upon my honor."

http://courses.cs.vt.edu/~cs3604/lib/WorldCodes/Hippocr.Oath.html
Engineers following this code of conduct will find themselves from time to time facing the dilemma of what to do follow their personal and professional beliefs or what a client would like them to do. They will face decisions on what is an acceptable risk for safety and what is unreasonable risk for safety for human life and the environment. Those decisions are called tradeoffs.
Engineers will first try to find solutions for problems with products and situations within their organization. They will do this by raising their concerns with management and creating channels for internal discussions on how make situations safer of better for all concerned. They can lead an engineer to tell someone in a position to help rectify the situation if they feel it is an unsafe situation that will put people or the environment at risk. This is called whistle-blowing and is an attempt to bring public pressure to rectify the situation. Often times these situations occur as the engineer tries to clear detrimental effects for both the company and the individual. Here are a couple of examples:          
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Roger Boisjoly was an engineer working for the company, Morton-Thiokol, producer of the o-rings used to connect the stages of the shuttle booster rockets. He discovered a serious fault in the o-ring when the temperatures were low as in below freezing. He warned Morton-Thiokol of the problem but they were negotiating a new contract with NASA and took no action. He explained the fault would cause a major disaster may occur on following launches. A task force was set up but had no power, no resources and no management support he discovered. He tried to get the next flight cancelled, but at the last second Morton-Thiokol said their results were inconclusive. Challenger was launched and blew-up during the launch at seventy-three seconds into the flight. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Boisjoly
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